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II.—HomE ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


The Dacca Gazette, of the 13th March, says that respectable men 
formerly hated police service, and although many 
such men are now eager to enter that service for 
their livelihood, they would certainly prefer serving 
in any other department on the same salary. Men of education too are unwill- 
ing to enter police service, for an educated man, in the midst of ignorant people, 
finds his place too hot for himself. The writer has heard of an educated 
Native Inspector of Police, who was much harassed by his ignorant official 
superior, the District Superintendent, for his presumption in correcting a gram- 
matical mistake in a report written by the latter. It is, as a rule, illiterate 


people who enter police service. 


Educated men in the police 
service. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


9. The Charuvarta, of the 6th March, says that a certain Deputy Magis- 
trate of Mymensingh caused a witness, living at a 
distance of 32 miles from the head-quarters, to 
attend court five times in connection with a certain 
case, and then dismissed him without taking his evidence. The man was put 
to considerable expense, besides the harassment of the journey which had to 
be made five times over. Why was this gentleman harassed in this way P 
8. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of oa 7th oo has ag cei ig = 

: The Lieutenant-Governor’s letter to the editor 
sunelane — wos _= of the Amrita Bazar Patrika, on the subject of 
trates, convictions by Deputy Magistrates, shows that it is 
not His Honour’s wish that they should unjustly convict anybody, or punish 
him more heavily than he deserves to be punished. And, in the face of this 
authoritative expression of opinion, the Deputy Magistrates ought no longer ‘to 
cherish any wrong notions on the subject. But, then, the present rule, under 
which the Deputy Magistrates have to submit an explanation in every case 
they let off an accused person, ought to be changed, for it is one which is calcu- 
lated to interfere with their judicial independence. They should in this respect 
be placed on the same footing with the Munsifs, who are never required to 
offer any explanation, whether they dismiss or decree a suit. 

4. The Sahachar, of the 8th March, has the following: — 

The Jury Commission has commenced its sit- 
tings, and the native papers have expressed their 
full confidence in the ability and impartiality of the members and the Presi- 
dent of the Commission. This is as it should be. Sir Charles Elliott was the 
first to propose the appointment of a Commission; the Viceroy approved of the 
proposal, and requested Lord Kimberley to sanction it. It was for this reason 
that His Lordship did not order the withdrawal of the jury notification, as he 
had thought at first of doing. The writer is not prepared to believe that 
Government will act like an unscrupulous mukhtar in the matter. Both Lord 
Lansdowne and Sir Charles Elliott are prepared to act in accordance with 
public opinion, and to accept the decision of the Commission. The Commission 
is requested to specially enquire into the result of jury trial in murder cases. 
Government has compiled fresh statistics on the subject, and the members of 
the Commission are asked to examine these statistics, as well as the original 
records from which they have been compiled, and to examine witnesses. It 
is 2 Curious thing that even such a high official as the Viceroy, while condemn- 
ing jury trial, has not thought fit to adduce instances in support of the con- 
dewnation, The cry has been raised not only in Bengal, bat also in Madras 
and Bombay, that Hindu jurors do not convict Brahman offenders, and yet no 
instances in support of the statement have been adduced, although the author- 
ities have been challenged by the people to adduce such instances. The Com- 
mission cannot ignore the fact that the India of the present day is not the 
India of the past, and it is, therefore, its duty to see that the process of liberali- 
4ation which has hitherto gone on in the administration of the country 


Harassment of a witness by a 
Deputy Magistrate of Mymensingh. 


The Jury Commission. 
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receives no check. The English Judges in this country have always 
done their duty conscientiously, but there are things which they cannot 
understand, and it is there that they require the help of native jurors, 
New questions relating to judicial and administrative matters, are dail 

cropping up, necessitating the co-operation of the people of the country in the 
administration of justice. The jury is not only entitled to the respect of the 
people, but it is also the custodian of the honour of Government. The people 
have more confidence in jurors than in Sessions Judges, and the abolition of 
trial by jury will have the effect of shaking their confidence in the administra- 
tion of criminal justice. If there be any country in the world where the admin. 
istration of criminal justice requires the help of jurors, that country is India, 
Considering the way in which India is now governed, it cannot, of course, do 
without European Judges. This, at any rate, is the conviction of the authorities, 
and no change in this respect is likely to take place within the next fifty years, 
But European Judges, however able, honest and impartial they may be, cannot 
avoid errors in interpreting native evidence, unless they happen to be assisted 
by native jurors. ‘here is no abler Judge in the whole of the civil service 
than Mr. Kampini. But even he misunderstood the meaning of a witness in 
a recent murder trial at Alipore. The witness was an ignorant village woman, 
ond, in reply to a question from the Bench, said in her own rustic way, 
‘‘{ did not understand.” ‘The reply had reference to what the witness had 
said in the'Court of the Magistrate. The Judge, however, misunderstood 
her and took her to mean, “What I said before the Magistrate, I said 


without proper consideration ( qj gffqi ).” The pleader on behalf of the 


defence, as well as the assessors pointed out the mistake, the witness was again 
questioned on the point, and the Judge had to strike off what he had written 
before. Now, if a thing of this nature can happen at Alipore, in the Court of 
Mr. Rampini, can it not also happen at a mufassal station, in the Court of a 
raw Joint-Magistrate ora Sessions Judge? Jury trial is needed not asa 
means for the repression of crime, but as a safeguard against the conviction of 
innocent persons through the mistake of the police or the officials. In India 
political trials take place very rarely, and so the object of criminal law here, 
is simply to protect society. The people therefore feel extremely sorry 
for the abolition of jury trial. The limits of that trial ought to be extended, 
the preparation of jury lists by the police should be discontinued, and no 
ignorant men, or men who are fond of litigation should be appointed as jurors. 
Pecple are ready to serve on the jury; but let no jurors be brought from a long 
distance. If they are at all brought from a distance, let them be paid their 
travelling expenses. They should, moreover, be provided with proper accom- 
modation in courts. Now that the jury lists are being revised, the above 
points will, it is hoped, be attended to. 

0. Thesame paper makes the following observa- 


hy li ca ti : “ e * . ° * bed 
Cost of Hiigation tions on the subject of the cost of litigation in this 


country :— 


1. The cost of court-fees presses heavily on all litigants, and more 
heavily on the poor than on the rich among them. This is because the 
maximum limit of court-fees has been fixed at Rs. 3,600, and a rich man, 
however large the value of his suit may be, has to pay only Ks. 3,000 in 
court-fees. Buta poor man, the value of whose suits is comparatively small, 
has to pay proportionately large sums on this account. The people of this 
country are charged with being fond of litigation; but they, nevertheless, never 
institute suits of such paltry character as Englishmen do. Suits for a kiss, or 
those for compensation for the breach of promise of marriage are, for instance, 
unknown in this country. Here the majority of the civil suits are money suits, 


and are instituted by the poor, and the cost of court-fees presses very heavily 
on them. 
9 


Process-serving fees come next, Litigants may be spared consider- 
able expense if the processes are allowed to be served through the agency of 
pleaders. Even the existing practice of getting these processes served by 
peons may be made less expensive to the litigants than it is. As it is, though 
the Court of the Judge andthe Court of the Munsif may be within the 
sanic compound, the fee for serving a process of the former court is Rs. 2 
while that for serving a process of the latter court is Re. 1. Why this 
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difference in the rate? Again, a number of witnesses may reside in the same 
village, yet the process-serving fee must be paid in each case. 

8, Allowances to witnesses forma heavy item of the cost of litigation. 
A man who ordinarily travels on foot ten miles a day, must be paid his carriage 
hire directly he is summoned as a witness in acase. His ordinary daily 
meal may be only fried paddy, but asa witness he cannot do without sweet- 
meats. Again, as fresh summons for witnesses must be taken out every time 
a case is postponed, and as no case inthe lower courts is decided without 
being postponed for six times on an average, the ailowances which have to 
be paid to witnesses considerably swell the expensesof litigation. If the courts 
take an undertaking from the witnesses the first time they appear before them, 
for their attendances as often as it may be required, the cost of taking out 
fresh summons will be saved to the suitors. This, at any rate, is certain, 
that Government ought not to take advantage of the court’s delay in the 
disposing of cases, and make money at the cost of the peuple. 

4. Copying fees are also high, and should be reduced. If the charge for 
taking a copy be made as low as 4 pice, it will put an end to the present 
practice of taking copies of court papers surreptitiously, and have the effect of 
increasing the Government revenue. 

5. Next come the lawyer’s fees. These fees are very high, and press 
heavily on the poor. The regulation rate, viz. Re. 1 for every Rs. 20 on 
the value of a suit, is felt. very high by poor suitors. As for the rich, the 
value of whose suits often amounts to lakhs of rupees, they never pay their 
pleaders at; the prescribed rate. Government is very strict in realising 
from the suitors every pice of its due, but is indifferent to their interests, for 
they are not allowed to recover the pleader’s fees from the defeated party. 
This state of things shou'd be remedied, and the rate of remunerating the 
pleaders in the mufassal courts should be fixed in the same way as the rate of 
remunerating the advocates in the Original Side of the High Court bas been 
fixed. 

6. The Banganivasi, of the 10th March, has heard that the Jury Com- 
mission will restrict its enquiry, simply to the 
advisability or otherwise of the withdrawal of the 
jury notification. The writer cannot approve of this course, and says that the 
Commission should give a wider scope to its investigations, and decide 
whether the time has not come for extending the jury system, as demanded by 
the National Congress. 

7. The Bangavdsi, of the 11th March, says that, meek, apathetic, and 

quiet as the Bengalis are, it seems strange that 
Pa Dore Megictentes, and heavy punishments, such as are now dealt out to 
usticc, SS Sst=CSS~CS*éwV KML! by the Native Deputy Magistrates, should 
be considered necessary to meet the ends of justice, 
and secure peace and tranquillity to the country. Lately, in a certain district, 
a dispute having occurred between two parties about making a breach in the 
embankment of a dighee for purposes of irrigation, the local Deputy Magistrate 
ordered a police enquiry into the matter. ‘The police reported to the effect 
that the dispute was likely to lead to a breach of the public peace, and tha 
Deputy Mayistrate who heard the case ordered one of the parties to give securi- 
ties for good behaviour, or, in default, to undergo imprisonment for a year. 
this order was appealed against to the District Magistrate, and that officer 
found, “absolutely nothing to support the order of the lower court.” He 
also remarked that, ‘empty boasting (referring to the threats of one of the 
parties, that they would kill those who attempted to take water from the dig hee) 
in this country is a common failing.” What, indeed, can be more regrettable 
than the fact that this European Magistrate showed greater knowledge 
Of the native character than the Native Deputy Magistrate who had tried this 
“ase, ‘The writer has no hesitation in saying, that, it is owing to the Native 
Deputy Magistrates that the administration of criminal justice has come to be 
*o much (lreaded by the people. 
S. . The Prakriti, of the 11th March, gives the following case which was 
Cs ends ieaaieadale decided last week (the week ending the 4th March), 
(lis nolan 8 ns ae Chandra Batabyal, Joint-Magistrate 
of Howrah :— 


The Jury Commission. 
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A man of the Tivar caste came to the Court of the Joint-Magistrate 
with a notice in his hand, which required him to show cause why he should 
not be prosecuted, under section 211 of the Indian Penal Code, for 
having brought a false charge of theft against a Bagdi, living in the 
jurisdiction of the Jagatballabhpur thana. The Joint-Magistrate asked some 
questions to the Tivar, and ordered the police to bring up the defendant 
in the theft case, the witnesses, as well as the wife of the Tivar, who was, 
according to the statement of the police, secretly in love with the defendant. 
The parties came on the appointed day, and the trial commenced. The Tivar’s 
statement was that, one night, as he was sleeping with his wife in the raised 
platform in front of his hut, he heard a noise in the open yard, where 
there was a heap of paddy, covered with straw. On going to the spot, 
whence the noise proceeded, he caught the defendant in the act of 
removing the paddy in a basket, called his neighbours, and handed him over 
to the chaukidar, who, however, did not go the thana tbat night. Next day 
the chaukidar came to the complainant, and asked him to settle the case 
amicably. This he refused to do, and lodged a conplaint on the third day 
from the time of the occurrence. ‘This statement was corroborated by the 
evidence of his neighbours. The defendant’s statement was that he went to 
the place in search of his cow; that the complainant picked a quarrel with him, 
made a row, and handed him over to the chaukidar as a thief. This statement, 
incoherent on the face of it, was disbelieved by the Magistrate, and the man 
was sentenced to one month’s imprisonment. It may be said, as was urged by 
the police, that the man really carried on an intrigue with the complainant’s 
wife, but could make no admission to that effect, for fear of punishment. But, 
then, the appearance of the complainant’s wife, who is the mother of a son aged 
20 to 22 years, and the air of innocence that was about her, went against the 
theory advanced by the police. Again, the defendant could not say that the 
basket in which the paddy was being removed belonged to the complainant, 
and the police should not have overlooked this point. Moreover, if the 
police really believed that the man wentthere for the purpose of committing 
adultery with the complainant’s wife, why did it not send him up on that 
charge? The only other supposition that can be made is that, as the come 
plainant refused to settle the case amicably, as he was asked to do by 
the chaukidar, the police reported his case as false, with the object of 
punishing him. If in this case the original charge had not been tried, 
and the man had, nevertheless, been acquitted of the charge under section 
211, the Lieutenant-Governor would have regarded it as another case of 
unjust acquittal. Cases like the above are happening in large numbers, and it 
cannot be believed that His Honour is not aware of them. But he 
probably thinks that the Magistracy have a large discretion left them, and can 
never convict a man against their conscience. This being the case, His 


Honour occasionally cautions them against Jetting off real offenders. This is 
rather a merit than a fault in him. 


9. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 13th March, says that the charge of total 
ULUBaRIA DaRpPan, 


es | ) lack of independence brought by the native press 
— i ee eee eee eee Native Deputy Magistrates may afford a 
convenient pretext to the philanthropic Anglo-Indian newspapers for recom- 


mending a wholesale dismissal of native officials from the public service. The 
Factory and the Consent Acts are conspieuous monuments of the philanthropic 
zeal of those papers. These Acts were passed in utter defiance of public opinion, 
on the plea of benefiting particular sections of the community. The same, or; 
rather, greater, disregard of native opinion will probably be shown by the Anglo- 
Indian press, whenever it will choose to urge the wholesale dismissal of the 
- Native Magistracy on the ground of their want of judicial independence, 
and its request will derive considerable force from the unanimous condemna- 
tion which the vernacular newspapers are now passing upon the Native 
Deputy Magistrates. 
sia i dail 10. The same paper says ne woreramant peocmannnce” the 5g 
ae ment of a Jury Commission, with the object 0 
ba cde Raum gaining time, and in expectation of the fall of the 
Liberal Ministry on account of their Irish Home Rule Bill. The appointments 
to the Commission are not, also, satisfactory. Government has not dared to 
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select as its member a single man who has not yet expressed himself on the 
jury question one way or another. The writer can well anticipate the fate of 


the people. 
(d)— Education. 


11. The Sahachar, of the 8th March, says that the Officiating Director 

of Public Instruction has submitted to Govern- 

Some new sy pores < the ment two proposals for the inclusion of all sciools 

seareacasese eat wea NaS in these provinces in three inspection circles. Of 

these, the first proposal, namely that which relates to the creation of the 

Presidency, the North-East, and the Bihar Circles, will, if given effect to, prove 

more convenient for inspection purposes than the existing arrangements, But 

the second proposal, which relates to the creation of three circles, namely the 

Southern, the Northern, and the Western Circles, is not likely to prove 
advantageous to the officers who will be known as the Chief Inspectors. 

12. The Banganivdst, of the 10th March, says that in spite of the Lieuten- 

| ant-Governor’s prohibition, the Muhammadan stu- 
A moins of the Madrassa dents of Calcutta recently held a meeting of the 
a Madrassa Debating Club. Will this redound tothe 
prestige of the Lieutenant-Governor? Itseems that a Lieutenant-Governor, now- 
a-days, loses his prestige only when he has to admit his errors, or make an 
endeavour to please his subjects. The Muhammadan youths deserve the 
thanks of the whole province for their protest against the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
action in the Debating Club affair. 

13. The Bangavdst, of the 11th March, says that it is admitted by all, not 
excepting the Government itself, that the character 
of school-boys has in Bengal has considerably deteri- 
orated of late. The effortsof Governmentto correct 
school-boy morality are, therefore, worthy of all praise. But it must be said 
that the way in which Government has set about the matter is not likely to 
yield any satisfactory results in the case of Hindu boys. ‘The Moral Training 
movement, started under the auspices of Government, proposes to look only 
after the morality of students, but not after their religion, and this is what a 
Hindu, who considers morality and religion as indissolubly bound up with 
each other, cannot approve. It is this separation of morality from religion in 
the English system of education which is leading Hindu youths who have 
received that education away from the paths of religion and morality. The 
moral condition of Hindu youths will not improve so long as English education 
is not abolished. 

14. The same paper says that the Maharaja of Mayurbhunj and Raja 

Peisalien of Geataih teen Baikuntha Nath De, of Balasore, have each of them 
promised to make donations for the purpose of 
promoting the study of Sanskrit in this country—an object which Pandit 
Nyayaratna has been deputed by Government to further. The movement, on 
a superficial view, looks, no doubt, very attractive, but it loses all its charms 
onacloser examination. The Committee which has been formed in Cuttack, 
in this connection, has for its President the England-returned civilian— 
Mr. B. L. Gupta. And at the first meeting of the Committee, Mr. Cooke, the 
Commissioner of Orissa, was in the chair, and some Native Christians too were 
present, ‘The writer cannot expect much from a movement which has such men 
for its supporters. 

lo. The Sanjivani, of the 11th March, complains that the English papers 

The last F. A, and B. A ex. at both the last B. A. and F. A. examinations were 
mimations, too long to be fully answered in tiree hours’ time, 
In the Physical Science paper at the F. A. examination a question was set 
from that portion of the text-bvok which was not appointed for that examina- 
on. It is hoped the authorities will see fit to distribute the marks assigned 
to this question over the other questions in the same paper, so that the candi- 
dates may not be losers for no fault of their own. 

16. The same paper says that 68 officers of the Subordinate Edu- 
AL Lieutenant-Governor and cational Service have been recently promoted to 

nes Rerview, their respective higher grades, but they will, by 
order of Government, continue to draw the salaries attached to their former 
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erades. Sir Charles Elliott also proposed to follow-a similar policy in regard 
to Messrs. Ewbank and Percival, of the upper service, who were promoted on 
Dr. Martin’s temporary appointment as Director of Public Instruction. But he 
did not venture to give effect to this proposal, as those officers denied that His 
Honour possessed any power to curtail their salaries, which bad been fixed by 
the Secretary of State. All that His Honour could do, and did, under the cir- 
cumstances, was to rebuke Mr. Secretary Buckland for having promoted those 
two officers at all. So it is only the 68 native officers of the Subordinate 
Service that have been made the victims of His Honour’s retrenchment policy, 
and are suffering their loss in silence. If they had possessed the courage of men, 
they would have strongly protested against Sir Charles’s action, and His Honour 
could not then have deprived them of their dues. 

17. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 14th March, has the following :— 

The Lieutenant-Governor professes to be a friend of the students. But the 

The Lieutenant-Governor and true friend is not he who gives feasts, but be who 
the Education Department. assists when assistance is needed. The people of 
this country are beset with troubles and dangers; has the Lieutenant-\s overnor 
ever assisted them in their hour of trouble and danger? ‘I'he sastras say that 
he is a true friend, who assists during afamine or a popular insurrection, in the 
law cour's or at funerals. Has the Lieutenant-Governor relieved the people 
of the income-tax? If we take the case of famine, there is the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s advice to the people to live upon kesur in times of scarcity. As 
for assistance during popular insurrections, there 1s the Bangavasi case. As for 
assistance in the law courts, there is His Honour’s direction to the criminal 
judiciary for the punishment of 75 per cent. of accused persons, and the 
dreadful principle that, ‘somebody ought to be punished for the day’s work.” 
And as for help at funerals all that need be s-id is that a geutleman of How:ah 
hss not been granted a piece of land on the riverside for the construction of a 
cremation-ground. 

‘he Lieutenant-Governor is opposed to high education. He has kept a 
B. A. of the Calcuta University at the head of the Krishnagar College, in spite, 
of pumerous complaints which have appeared against him in the Sanjivand news- 
paper as well as in this paper. The Presidency College has been weakened by 
the transfer of several able Professors from its teaching staff. 

The majority of the students will probably have to seek service in the 
Education Department. But a friend as he is of these studeuts, the Lieutenant- 
Governor wishes to deprive the native officers of that department of their pen- 
sion, and has also ab. lished the grade system, which was in force tierein. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


18. The Sahachar, of the’ 8th March, is glad that the Lieutenant- 
The proposed re-excavation of Governor has consented to grant from the _provin- 
certain rivers in the 24-Parganas Cial revenues a loan to the municipality of Barasat, 
Ginteio+. : in the 24-Parganas district, for the purpose of 
re-excavating the silted-up rivers, Laui and Suti. The municipality will, 
of course, find it necessary to levy a tax, in order to raise money for the 
repayment of the loan, but, having regard to the benefit which the re-excava- 
tion of the rivers will confer on the people, no one ought to object to this fresh 
taxation. The writer is, therefore, glad to learn that the rate-payers of the 
municipality are willing to bear the additional burden. The zamindars and other 
people who have made encroachments on the beds of these rivers ought to 
give up the lands they have thus come to occupy. As the re-excavation of 
the rivers will benefit also the people of Barrackporre, Dum-Dum, and other 
places, they should also be required to bear the additional taxation. 

19. The Sanjivani, of the 11th March, suggests that some of the public 
squares in Calcutta should be walled round, 12 
order that zanana ladies may resort there for 20 
airing. It is the practice of shutting themselves 
up in close zananas, without healthful work or exercise, that makes the 
zanana Jadies of Calcutta an easy prey to hysteria and other nervous diseases. 
Jt is hoped that the authorities of the Lady Duff-rin Fund, and the Calcutta 
Municipality will take up the matter. 


Public squares in Calcutta for 
zanana ladies, 
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(f )— Questions affecting the land. 


90. The Chdruvdrtd, of the 6th March, draws attention to the decayin 
condition of the zamindar community of Bengal, 
and says that this is due, partiy to the expensive 
style in which almost all zamindars find it necessary 
to live, owing to their being made Rajas and Maharajas by Government without 
the least regard to their means, and partly to the unfavourable attitude of 
Government towards the zamindars, and to the consequent unfavourable attitude 
of the law courts towards them. The law courts now a days seem to be the 
constituted champions of the rights and privileges of the raiyats. Under the 
protectin thus received by them, the raiyats are openly defying the zamin- 
dars, and refuse to pay rents and other dues, while the zamindars have 
to pay their revenue to Governm ent at the appointed time. 

| 21. The Prakriti, of the 11th March, has the 
following :— 


The Bengal zamindars, 


Cadastral survey in the zamin- 
dari of the Maharaja of Tipperah. 


A cadastral survey has been commenced in the zamindari of the Maharaja 


of Tippera, and the talukdars will have to pay for the stones which will beused 


for survey purposes within their respectivetaluks. !hecost of thestones which 
will be required for the survey should have been distributed equally among the 
talukdars. Under the present arrangement, though all the talukdars will reap 
the benefit, whatever it may be, of the survey, each talukdar’s share of the cost 
will be determined by the number of stones used in his taluk. This is hardly 
fair, for a poor talukdar who requires ten stones for his taluk will have to pay 
Rs. 100, for each stone costs Rs. 10, while a big talukdar who requires no stone 
for his taluk will have to pay nothingon thisaccount. It is said that the officer 
incbarge of the survey has required all talukdars to furnish within seven days, 
on pain of a fine, the measurements, as well as the papers connected with their 
taluks. Now, as the talukdars do not possess double sets of papers, and will 
have to ascertain the measurements of lands 10 many cases, the time 


allowed them for the purpose of furnishing the information must be pronounced 
to be unduly short. 


(9)— Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


22. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 25th February, says that the proposed 
Cuttack-Midnapore-Calcutta railway line should 
a Cuttack-Midnapore-Calcutta ass through Ulubaria, and have a station at that 
place. As people from various places go to Calcutta 
through Ulubaria, the proposed line will attract a large passenger traffic if it 
passes through the latter place. It has been proposed to take theline through 
Bauria and Chandipur. If this is done, Government will have to purchase the 
lands which will be required for the line, as well as to construct embankments 
on both sides of it, at a considerable expenditure of money. All this 
expenditure will be saved if the line is taken through Bauria and Ulubaria; 
for all land along the Midnapore Canal, and the Cuttack road, in the Ulubaria 
subdivision, belongs to Government, while, if the line passes along the canal 
and the road, no new embankments will have to be constructed, Another 
advantage which is claimed for the route suggested is that, when this part of the 
line, viz. that from Bauria to Ulubaria will be completed, it may be utilized for 
the transport of the materials for the remaining part, while the passenger 
traffic on it will to some extent go to meet other necessary expenditure. 
Thus, the engineers in charge of the proposed line ought to see that it passes 
through the town of Ulubaria. | 
23. The Bangavasi, of - 1 a March, has learnt that Government has 
Seas , made a large profit from the tolls collected on the 
sae ap of he Greet vues in the Madie district, and says that, seeing 
Low rapidly the rivers of Bengal aré ‘silting up, it 
behoves the Government to spend this profit in clearing silt from the more 
important among them. On the river Mathabhanga alone, Government has 
two toll offices, but no notice is taken of tne fact that the mouth of the Matha- 
bhanga has become full of shoals and sand-banks, which obstruct the free passag 
of the stream. The matter is one of extreme importance for another reason, 
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namely that the rivers are the best drainage channels in the country, the silting- 
up of which wiil, by interfering wita its natural drainage, make it extremely 
unhealthy. The other day the Lieutenant-Governor censured the Barasat 
Municipality, in the 24-Parganas, for its” neglect of drainage arrangements, 
and will His Honour suffer the natural drainage channels of the province to be 
thus rendered useless ? 


Banoavasi, 94. ‘The same paper says, that a petition was lately submitted by some 
Mar, 11th, 1693. we we people to the subdivisional officer of Magura, in the 
A petition to the subdivisional pay eal : f 
officer of Magura, in the Jessore Jessore district, praying for an order for the removal 
district. of all posts, branches of trees, &c., put in the 
river Chitra by fishermen for purposes of fishing, which prove a source 
of danger to navigation, and pollute the water. Though it is long since the 

petition was submitted, no action has yet been taken on it. 


Dacca PRaxasH, 25. The Dacca Prakash, of the 12th March, says that it is only the fear of 


Mar. 12th, 1893. — , imeurring Government’s displeasure that has hither- 
GelundeRalway,  _-—«sto deterred the Dacca District Board from under. 
| taking the construction of the Dacca and Goalundo 

Railway. But the line will have to be constructed sooner or later, for, regard 
being had to the cost of construction, it is estimated to prove the most lucrative 
railway in India. It is also to be noted that the railway when constructed will 
be advantageous to Government in various other ways, as it will facilitate the 
transport of troops, the work of inspection by officials, and the conveyance 
of mails, As forthe income which the Board is expected to derive from the 
line, any profit made by the Board will be in a manner shared by Government 
also, for the District Board is a part of Government. But the fact is, that the 
present Magistrate-Ciairman of the Dacca District Board dreads work, and, 
as the consideration of any elaborate scheme like the projected line will 
impose upon him a vast amount of work, the matter is not likely to receive 
his support. No good to Dacca can be expected in his tims. The Jalpaiguri 
District Board has a much smaller income than the Dacca District Board, 
and yet it has undertaken to construct a railway with borrowed capital, on 
which it will have to pay an annual interest of Rs. 4,000. If the Dacca 
District Board has not the courage to undertake the construction of the 
projected railway on its own responsibility, let it arrange with some private 
company for carrying the project to a successful termination. The educated 
members of the Dacca District Board do not venture to displease the 
Magistrate, lest they should lose their seats. Butit is better for them to risk 


the displeasure of the Mayistrate than to be hated by the whole country for 
their worthlessness, 
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ULUBARIA Dakray, 26. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 25th February, says that, the other day, 
Feb. 25th, 1893, Matters connected with the @ Child in the village of Dingakhola, in the 
Fulta artillery practice. Ulubaria subdivision of the Howrah district, got 

killed by the bursting of a bomb, which his servant had picked up for him, 

and which he put on fire to see the fun. The servant has also received 

serious injury, and the part of his left leg below the knee has had to be 

amputated. It has therefore become necessary for the authorities to caution 

i against handling cannon-balls discharged by the guns from the Fulta 

ort. This year, the people had to stay away from their houses only for a day 

in consequence of the artillery practice, and their dispersal has not been 

attended with much inconvenience. Inthe village of Gurepol, some three or 

four persons, who were in the last stage of cholera, had to be removed in 

dulies, And who knows that there were not, among the people of several 

villages who had to leave their homes, any women who were either confined or 

approaching confinement. Government ought to pay to these people the cost 

of their removal from their homes. It pays the cost of the removal of a sub- 

registry office, or of a thana from one place to another, and surely it cannot 


grudge it in the present instance. Moreover, it promised last year to pay some- 
thing on this account. 
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97. The Burdwdén Sanjtvant, of the 7th March, says that, though there —— 


; , can be no two opinions as to Babu Kisory Mohan 
Mr. Ormond's appointmen’ =#§- -Ghatterji possessing larger experience and greater 
ablity than Mr. Ormond, yet his claims to the 2nd Judgeship of the Calcutta 
Small Cause Court have been ignored, simply because he is a native. His 
black skin outweighs all his merit. 
28, A correspondent of the same paper objects to the proposal to remove 
the post office at Sahajpur to Rayna in the district 
The post office at Sahajpur,in of Burdwan. The building in which the post office 
Ss is at present located contains accommodation for the 
postmaster’s family; but the house at Rayna, to which it is proposed to be 
removed, contains no such accommodation. Before the post office is removed, 
the opinion of the local postmaster and of the people concerned, should be taken 
on the subject. It is hoped that the proposal to remove the post office will be 
dropped. | 
"29, Tho Hitavddt, of the 9th March, has learnt that a writer of Bengali 
meaning-books will be shortly prosecuted for sedi- 
tion; the prosecution will commence directly the 
permission of the Government of India is received. The writer asks Govern- 
ment to give up the idea of the prosecution. The author in question is too 
insignificant a person to be made the subject of a State prosecution. An angry 
look from it will be sufficient to bring him to his senses. Why set a cannon to 
kill a gnat ? 
30. The Banganivdsi, of the 10th March, says that it isa matter of frequent 
Military oppression and the occurrence that uuropean soldiers enter bazars, 
artillery practice. and take away things from the shops without 
paying for them; nay, they have been even known to wound and kill shop- 
keepers, when the latter asked forthe price of thearticlestaken. Thelaw, how. 
ever, is incompetent to cope with these oppressions committed by the military 
on the civil population, as was evident in the O’Hara case. Another evil has 
lately cropped up, to which the attention of Government should have been 
drawn earlier, and that is the danger to which the people of certain parts of 
the country are exposed from the periodical artillery practice of the soldiers. 
The writer then refers to the case reported in the Ulubaria Darpan of the 25th 
February. (See paragraph 26 of this report). . 
31. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 10th March, says that there is no truth 
in the Lxglishman newspaper’s statement, that Sir 
aon Hslishman on the jury Charles Elliott’s administration was highly appre- 
gitation. | ° ° ° ° wd ; 
ciated by the natives until the issue of the jury 
notification, when the tide turned. Unlike that paper, the people of this country 
found it impossible to praise all the acts of His Honour indiscriminately. 
His Honour’s statement regarding kesur being utilized as a famine food, his 
Opinion that an educated native gentleman can do well on Rs. 25 a month, 
his determination to abolish high education, his Municipal Bill and his 
Chaukidari Bill have all caused dissatisfaction in the country, It is therefore 
not correct to say that His Honour’s jury notification has alone evoked 
hostile criticism. The above measures have brought a stigma on the present 
Bengal administration, which all the advocacy of the Englishman will be 
unable to remove. That paper speaks of the torrent of abuse which the native 
press showered on the authorities in connection with the jury notification, 
forgetting its own grossly intemperate language during the Ilbert Bill agitation, 
and its articles like ‘Government by percentages,’ which were written even 
during the present administration. The Englishman taxing the natives for 
intemperate language puts the writer in mind of the English proverb ‘ Pot calls 
kettle black.’ : 
32. The Samay, of the 10th March, reproduces from the Statesman news- 
‘The practice of going to the paper the list of public offices which annually go 
us, to Simla and which are permanently stationed there. 
It takes the same view of the practice of going to the hills as the Editor of 
the Statesman, and says that the people will be greatly benefited if, instead of 
wasting money on the removal of officers to Simla, Government spends it in 
removing their wants in this year oi distress. | 
33. The Sanjivant, of the 11th March, says that if the Deputy Magis. 
sii trates are to follow the routine of work laid down 
ths ee econ torte and for them by the Lieutenant-Governor, the adminis- 
tration of criminal justice will be seriously 


A rumoured State prosecution. 
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jeopardised. According to His Honour’s direction, the Deputy Macistrates 
must work hard, and at the same time with the greatest despatch; and lest they 
should not strictly follow these directions, His Honour has ordered that eve 
Deputy Magistrate should keep a diary of his work. This shows that the 
Lieutenant-Governor cannot trust the Deputy Magistrates. Perhaps Hig 
Honour does not know that trust begets trust, and distrust makes men untrust- 
worthy. | 


34. Referring to the proposed Ganja Commission, the same paper says 

_ that the result of the Commission is a foregone 

The proposed Ganja Commis- eonelusion, as has been shown by the Parliament’s 
810N. ° ° "= . 

Opium Resolution, The Commission is only a sop 
thrown to the Temperance party in England, and it will only result in some 
waste of public money. ‘The public know what the results of the Education 
and Public Service Commissions have been. The result of the Jury Commis- 
sion is yet to be seen, but there can be little doubt that the Ganja Commission 
will prove as futile as Parliament’s Opium Resolution. 


35. The same paper says thatit is astonished to hear Government cry out 
from time to time “ revolt, revolt.” It is a wonder 
Rcd aang prosecution of @ that the English rulers have not yet come to 
si thoroughly understand their Bengali subjects, and 
still consider them capable of revolt. Itis notlong since Government prosecuted 
the Bangavasi for sedition, and now it is thinking of prosecuting a key-maker 
of Bengali school-books on the same charge. Recently this key-maker himself 
figured as the prosecutor in a certain defamation case. It is probable that the 
defendant in that case, who is a great favourite with a certain officer of Govern- 
ment, has had some thing to do with the getting up of the prosecution contem- 
plated by Government. The writer would advise Government not to disturb 
the peace of the country by undertaking this prosecution. The needless and 
unjustifiable cry of ‘‘revolt ”’ may at last lead the people to entertain seditious 
thoughts in their mind. Indeed, Government cannot be too careful in the 
matter. 


86. The same paper says that the number of Government offices which 
annually go to Simla, obviously for the benefit of 
the European officials and their wives, has become 
so large that one would be startled to hear them enumerated. The writer then 
enumerates the offices, and says that if the authorities could see their way to 
discontinue this practice of going to Simla at this time of exchange difficulty, 
it would go a great way to remove the poverty of this country. 


The Simla exodus. 


37. The same paper says that though Mr. Monahan is a very young 
_ Officer, he has already been placed in charge of the 
_, Mr. Monakan, Deputy Commis: §ibsagar district in Assam, which is by no means 
wane ree a small district. Instances of his high-handedness 
and maladministration of justice have been several times published in the 
newspapers, but the Chief Commissioner seems to have taken no notice of 
them. From what the public knew about Mr. Ward, it was fully expected 
that Assam would be enabled to make considerable improvement under his 
administration, and the people of that province must thank their own lot for 
the fact that Mr. Monahan has not yet been reprimanded by the Chief 
Commissioner. Though Mr. Monahan has been on!v a year in Sibsagar, 
during this short period he went twice to Shillong to interview the Chief 
Commissioner. ‘Ihe reason of these interviews is not known to the public. 
Mr. Monahan frequently abuses his amla, and calls them “ big asses,” 
‘‘discreditably stupid persons,” and soon. He also punishes them with heavy 
fines for the most trivial faults. In February last, on his return from tour, 
he found thatthe amla had drawn their full salaries for January. He could 
not bear this, and at once fined the Head Clerk Rs. 20, the Criminal Bench 
Sharistadar his, 32, and other two clerks five rupees each. Several of the amla 
have taken long leave. 3 
The frequent tours of Mr. Monahan seriously interfere with bis judicial 
work. The other day he went to Jorehat, where he gave a grand feast to the 
tea-planters, and remained there for a good many days. Mr. Monahan was 
present at the grand entertainments which were recently got up at Dibrugarh 
in honour of the Chief Commissioner’s visit to that place. The writer, in 
conclusion, gives a long list of officers who have been fined by Mr. Monahan. 
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$3, The same paper says that Mr. Earle, the new Magistrate of Mymen- 

singh, is keeping a sharp eye on his subordinates. 

Mr. Earle,Magistrate of Mymen- Jt ig g hard time for those who had a merry time 

singh. of it under Mr, Phillips. The Court Inspector 

was sharply reprimanded the other day, and several officers have been punished. 

Mr. Earle does not appear to be fond of flattery. It hoped he will thoroughly 
inspect the Engineering Department of the District Board. 


39, The Saraswat Patra, of the 11th March, says that the country will 

= be greatly benefited if the sale of ganja is abolished. 

The proposed abolition of the ‘The majority of the members of the lower classes 

ee in Bengal are ganja-smckers. Ganja-smokers 

suffer both physically and morally. They suffer physically from asthma and 

other diseases, and morally in being accursed with a peevish and irritable 

temper. The abolition of the sale of ganja will not cause much pecuniary 
loss to Government, for the revenue derived from ganja is not very large. 


40. Referring to the rumour that the Bengal Government proposes to 

prosecute one Abala Kanta Sen, a key-maker of 

The Bengal Government and @ school-books, for the use of seditious language in 

scaeammmmerince cede sas his keys, the Bangavasi, of the 11th March, says 

that it would be beneath the dignity of Government to take notice of such a 
paltry affair. 


41, The same paper has the following :— 

Whatever be the secret object of British policy in India, and what- 
- a a ever may be the ultimate fate of the Hindus in 
gore, spitit of British acministra- consequence of that policy, it is undeniable that 
3 British rule has on the whole been beneficial to 
the country. ‘This must be admitted by even the worst enemies of the British 
Government. The English rulers thoroughly understood what sort of adminis- 
tration was required to keep the subject-people quiet and satisfied, and 
accordingly for a long time they governed them on a system which was at once 
stern and mild. Before British rule was established in India, the application 
of one and the same system of administration to the whole of this vast 
peninsula—inhabited, as itis, by various nationalities, following different creeds, 
speaking widely different tongues, and representing widely different interests— 
was deemed an impossibility. But what was impossible has not only been 
made by the English possible, but even perfectly feasible. And this is a 
proof of the extraordinary administrative power possessed by the English 
nation. Though avaricious in the extreme, the English, in fact, are not bad 
rulers. It was, no doubt, due to the charm of British rule, that the people so 
far forgot themselves as scarcely to feel the effect of want, scarcity, and 
starvation from which they suffered, and so potent was that charm, that under 
its influence not a few even came to consider themselves, politically, the equals 

of their rulers. 


That, indeed, is a good Government, under which the property and honour 


of the subjects are well protected and justice is made accessible to them, And 
the English Government has performed these duties by their subjects. Nay, 
-Inore, it has at times been even liberal to them. It is true, calamities have 
befallen the country from time to time under British rule, but that is due 
to the peculiarities, perverseness, and weakness of individual rulers. Such 
was the course of British rule in India till Lord Dalhousie’s appointment 
as Governor-General, Lord Dalhousie was an able, but a despotic ruler, and 
his very ability was the cause of much suffering to the country. Under his 
administration the native Chiefs and Princes grew alarmed and suspicious, 
and the mass of the people were very much agitated. To annex or steal 
foreign territories in times of peace was an achievement of Lord Dalhousie 
Which has not had yet its parallel. The fire of the Sepoy Mutiny was not 
kindled in a day; it was being developed through a long series of years. The 
immediate cause of the disaster was the fear that the religion of the Hindu 
Sepoys was about to be interfered with, and it was for the sake of their 
religion that the Hindu sepoys rose in rebellion. 

After the Mutiny came the abolition of the East India Company, and 
the transfer of the Indiao Empire to the direct government of the Queen. 


SaNJIVANT, 
Mar. 11th, 1893. 


SARASVAT PaTRa, 


Mar. llth, 1893, 


BAaNGAVASI, 


Mar, 11th, 1893, 


BANGAVASI. 
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Then was issued that beautiful Proclamation by Her Majesty, which conveys q 
promise of good government to the people. — The attempt was now made for 
the first time to put the people of India in golden chains. The current of 
administration ran slowly in this channel, till the accession of Lord Lytton, 
During this period no violence was done to native feeling. 

Lord Lytton’s administration was signalized by the Queen’s assumption 
of the title of Empress of India, by the enactment of a Press Law, and by the 
occurrence of the Afgbuan disaster. From this time a change came over the 
spirit of the administration, and the people grew alarmed and suspicious, 
Lord Lytton was succeeded by Lord Ripon in the office of Viceroy, 
The new Viceroy softened the tone of the administration, by trying to 
correct the errors committed by Lord Lytton’s government, A policy 
favourable to native interests began to be followed, the Ilbert Bill was intro. 
duced, and passed in a mutilated form. It was Lord Ripon who first 
held before the country, the Tantalus’s cup of Local Self-Government. His 
Ilbert Bill gave offence to the Anglo-Indians, and his Tenancy Act dissatisfied 
the zamindar community, but he received the blessings of a great many people. 
But in spite of all his efforts to liberalize the administration, it remained 
practically unchanged. Next came Lord Dufferin, a perfect diplomatist. His 
administration did not much differ from that of Lord Lytton, the only difference 
being that Lord Dufferin professed adherence to the liberal pulicy of his 
predecessor. Some people saw this, others did not. 


He slowly and silently adopted the “‘annextion policy” of Lord Dalhousie, 
Burma was summarily taken, and annexed to British territory. The Cashmere 
scandal was hatched under his administration, but, thanks to his skilful 
diplomacy, there was ro noise made about the Cashmere affair. Lord Dufferin 
went away, leaving a marble statue of himself in this country! With the 
present Viceroy has come a thorough and unaccountable change over the spirit 
of the administration, This change is only too apparent. Manipur was taken. 
The people’s religious sensibilities were wounded by the passing of the Consent 
Act and the breaking up of the Hurdwar fair. The people have been plainly 
told that, whenever their religion comes into conflict with European civilization, 
the former must give way to the latter. The administration has been made 
very much more rigorous than it was in allits departments. The judiciary show 
an increased tendency to inflict heayy punishments on criminals. The road to 
justice has been narrowed. By passing the Village Chaukidari Act, Government 
has empowered the police to count, as it were, the number of times a villager 
breathes. Jury trial bas been abolished by a single notification. The people 
are being made to groan under the weight of their municipal privileges. The 
Land Acguisition law is going to be completely recast. In short, everywhere 
the old state of things is being reversed, and arigorous system of administration 
is being introduced in the country. It is not known why these changes are 
being made, and whether they are due only to the whims of particular officials, 
or are the outcome of a change in the policy of British rule in India. 


Darnrn-o SAMACHAR 42. Referringto the Lieutenant-Governor’s alleged intention to prosecute 


CHANDRIKA, 


age The proposed prosecution of abu Abalakanta Sen for sedition, the Dainik-o- 
See ee ee Samdchér Chandrika, of the 12th March, asks whether 
the Officiating Director of Public Instruction, 
Dr. Martin, cannot give His Honour better advice? Is there no one to 
point out to the Lieutenant-Governor that he will really act like a petty ruler 

if he adopts such extreme measures in such petty matters ? 


Urepaata Darray, 43. The Uiubaria Darpan, of the 13th March, has learnt that, to the licenses 


Mar. 13th, 1893, ae that are being granted for the possession of fire arms, 
 zue mening wie ede ont 8 thine Eas heen added, e the effect that n0 

birds or beasts that are not wild are to be shot from 

Ist April to 30th September. But no such condition is found in the licenses 
that are being granted in the Howrah District. If Government has really 


passed any such order, the public should be informed of it. The authorities of 
tue Howrah district are requested to attend to the matter. 


Dalnik-0-SAMACHAR 44. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 16th March, says that, to 


CHANDRIKA, 


Mar. 16tb, 1899. Babu Abslakaste Sen. prosecute Babu Abalakanta Sen for sedition, would 
be to crush a butterfly on a wheel. 
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‘45, The same paper says that Sir Charles Elliott has done wrong in not DémIx-0-Samacnan 


eva unishing Mr. Phillips, and in not having his 

ee mooted coanleed into wi Commission, as oe 
by Sir Richard Garth. Sir Charles has also insulted the whole country, by keep- 
ing Mr. Phillips in Mymensingh after all his misdeeds. Sir Charles now sees 
his error, and has therefore transferred Mr. Phillips to Monghyr. But he 
should have done this before the question of Government’s action with regard 
to Mr. Phillips was raised in Parliament. The Lieutenant-Governor has done 
wrong in treating public opinion with so much contempt. Times are now 
changed, and even Parliament now shows respect for public opinion in India. 
It is the writer’s belief that redress may be had from Parliament for oppres- 
sions by officials in all matters in which the English public is not interested. 
The writer eagerly waits to see what report the Government of India makes on 
Mr. Phillips’ case. It is hoped that Sir Charles will no longer act as an 
advocate of Mr, Phillips. 


III.— LEGISLATIVE. 


46. The Charuvaria, of the 6th March, says that the Land Acquisition 

i ee ee ke Act Amendment Bill, though not perfectly faultless 

Po yc is more acceptable than the existing law. Some 

provision ought to be made in the Bill to puta 

check upon the arbitrarily small awards made by Collectors, as was seen in 

several instances in the case of lands acquired for the Harrison Road. Just and 

equitable awards can be secured from Collectors by providing in the Bill that 

a Collector, five or six of whose awards are declared unjust by the court of 
appeal, will be liable to be removed from his post. 

The Bill should also provide against the taking up of a larger quantity of 
land than is absolutely necessary for a public purpose. All complaints of 
owners in this respect ought to be carefully attended to. 

The time fixed under section 9, for the service of notice on owners through 
the post office ought to be increased to 15 days. 

The Collectors often harass the owners, by unnecessarily postponing the 
hearing of objections. Provision should be made for the payment of compen- 
sation to the harassed parties in such cases. 

The abolition of the posts of assessors, and the provision for appeals to the 
High Court are highly satisfactory, as these two proposals are calculated to 
secure justice to the owners. The owners should be given costs and damages, 
whenever on appeal they get a higher award than was given by the Collector. 

47. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 7th March, refers to Sir Phillip 

Supply of provisions to officials Hutchins’s reply to the Raja of Bhinga’s question 
on tour. and makes the following remarks :— 

The people in the mufassal who have to supply provisions to the soldiers 
on march are put to very great inconvenience. ‘I'he Maharaja of Burdwan has 
to supply provisions to the soldicrs marching through the district, and the officer 
of the Maharaja who is entrusted with that duty has, at times, to submit to 
personal indignities at their hands. Last year a servant of the Maharaja was 
so severely heaten by a soldier, that he remained insensible for a time. On one 
occasion, a Sub-Deputy Collector accompanying a regiment very nearly escaped 
being bayoneted by a soldier. Moreover, the Maharaja has to suffer pecuniary 
loss every year in connection with this duty of supplying provisions. In this 
respect, the annual tours even of thecivilian officers of Government are not wholly 
unattended with oppression. The following story of oppression by a hakim 
is given on a reliable authority :—A man who had supplied provisions to a 
hakim on tour called on his khansama for payment. As the latter refused to 
pay, he brought the matter to the notice of the hakim, who, however, left 
for the sadar without passing any orders on the subject. The man again 
pressed for payment, and this made the hakim so angry, that he sent for him 
through the police, and for several days together the man had. to dance 
attendance at the court of the Aakim. He at last felt so miserable, that he one 
day fell at the hakim’s feet, and sought by means of entreaties, to procure his 
exemption from attendance in court. In this he succeeded with difficulty, but 
the writer cannot say whether or not he received his due. Incidents like 
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these are not rare in the mufassal, but people do not consider it safe to bring 
them to the notice of the authorities. at sas 

48, The same paper praises Sir Phillip Hutchins for his liberality in 
: ostponing the consideration of the Habitual 

The Habitual Offenders Bill. Ofnders Bill till next year. It is the duty of the 
legislators to always pay heed to the protests of those for whom the laws are 
intended, and legislation can only do good to the country, if, in undertaking it, 
the authorities bear that in mind. 

49. The Bharat Mitra, of the 9th March, says that the Bill to amend the 
Land Acquisition Actis not so much an amendment 
as a thorough recast of the old law on the subject. 
The provisions of the Bill are of an alarming 
nature. It provides that land required for a public purpose is to be valued at 
the market price, but there is no such thing as a market price of Jand. The 
Bill also confers upon the authorities the power of taking up more land than 
is actually required for a public purpose. This has evidently been suggested 
by the profit that was made by the Calcutta Municipality by the acquisition 
of surplus lands for the Harrison Road. After the great fire in London in 
1797, the English Government tried to pass a Land Acquisition Act of this 
nature, but could not succeed on account of the opposition of the people. But 
the people of this country are weak, and therefore this Bill is about to be 
passed into law. 

50. The Hitavadi, of the 9th March, has the following in connection 

The Firo-brizade Bill with the Fire-brigade Bill:— 

: ; The lot of the Municipal Commissioners of 
Calcutta has become very deplorable indeed, for to heap abuse on them is now 
considered an agreeable occupation by any body and every body. This is 
eo by the scanty respect and positive discourtesy with which they have 
een treated by the Members of the Bengal Council in the course of the 
discussion over the Fire-brigade Bill. The provisions of that Bill will prove 
a death-blow to the powers of the Commissioners, The present Lieutenant- 
Governor is the principal advocate of the measure. Inthe Jury affair and 
in the matter of the Bengal Municipal Bill, His Honour’s policy has received 
a check, but in the present matter heis havingit allhisown way. Willthe public 
and the Commissioners enter no protest against this wanton exercise of power 
by the Lieutenant-Governor? At the last meeting of the Council, when a 
division was taken on Mr. Woodroffe’s amendment relating to the granting of 
licenses for warehouses, the votes were equal and His Honour gave his casting 
vote in favour of the amendment, which was then declared as passed. Surely 
tne Lieutenant-Governor could not let this excellent opportunity of ruining 
Self-Government to pass. 

As no previous notice was given of Mr. Woodroffe’s amendment, 
Mr. Cotton objected to its being put before the Council; but the Lieutenant. 
Governor, seeing no doubt that it went against the principle of Municipal Self- 
Government, allowed the amendment and it was carried. But on the same 
day, His Honour disallowed an amendment moved by Mr. Lee on the ground 
that no previous notice had been given of it. When the Hon’ble Mr. Allen 
cast diatribes on the Commissioners to his heart’s content, the Lieutenant- 
Governor said nothing, probably because the abuse was very pleasing to 
his ears. But when Mr, Cotton rose to protest on behalf of the Commissioners 
against some remarks made by Mr. Woodroffe and Mr. Allen, the Lieutenant- 
Governor called him to order, saying that the Council-room was not the place 
private wrangling. No, certainly not. Butitisa place for indulging in 
abuse. 

Though Mr. Cotton is the framer of the Bill, yet he said a word or two on 
behalf of Local Self-Government, while Mr. Lee fought to the utmost of his 
ability on behalf of the Commissioners. This display of independence by 
them in the presence of their official superior entitles them to the thanks of 
the writer. 

51. The same paper has the following :— 

the late Kristo Das Pal called Act I of 188? 
a Slave Act, and it is really no exaggeration to call 
that Act by that name. ‘The English are trying to abolish slavery in other 


The Bill to amend the Land 
Acquisition Act. 


The Cooly Law of 1888. 
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parts of the world, but they seem to be indifferent in the matter of abolishing 
it in India, where the Kols and the Sonthals are annually sold toslavery under 
the operation of the cooly law above referred to. For the sake of humanity, 
that law ought to be removed from the Indian statute book. If this is done, 
the number of coolies in the tea gardens will decrease, and the rate of their 
remuneration will increase. Now that a Bill for the amendment of the cooly 
law is before the Viceregal Council, the people ought to address a unanimous 
protest on the subject to Government. Let hundreds of tongues tell to-day 
the tale of misery, which was told to the then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
at Ranchi, five years ago. ee 

52. The same paper has the following on the Land Acquisition Act 

a Amendment Bill:— 

Pid ey aes - The provisions of the new Bill are likely to do 

some good. It proposes to do away with assessors, 
and to leave the assessment of the value of lands wholiy to the Collector. But 
as it provides for the appeals to the High Court against the awards of the 
Collector, the proposed abolition of assessors will do no harm. The Collector 
is an officer of Government and cannot be expected to assess the value of 
lands which will be taken up by Government in an impartial manner. This 
has been proved by the low scale of awards given by the Collector for lands 
taken up for the purpose of the Harrison Road. To guard against this 
tendency of the Collector to be partial to Government in his awards, provision 
should be made in the new Bill, making Government liable for costs in case the 
High Court decides against the Collector’s award and increases it even by a 
very Small sum. 

The proposed law empowers Government to take up more lands than ate 
necessary for a public purpose. The object of this is to enable Government to 
sell the surplus lands at an enhanced rate. In such cases, Government as 
well as the proprietors of adjacent lands pocket the profit accruing from 
the rise in the price caused by the acquisition, and it is only the poor man 
whose lands are taken up that is excluded from it. This being the case, 
it is but proper that the bill should contain a provision declaring that the man 
whose lands will be taken up by Government will be entitled to this profit. 

53. The Saraswat Patra, of the 11th March, says that the Partition Bill, 

The Partition Bill. dealing, as it does, with the interest of a very large 

number of people, is a very important measure. 
Government is therefore requested to take the opinion of the zamindars, as well 
as of the general public on the Bill before it passes it into law. 

54. The Sanjivani, of the 11th March, makes the following observations 

The Fire-bricade Bill in the course of an article headed: ‘*The Fire- 

fei usenet brigade Bill—A fight between a tiger and a buffalo 
—Burial of Local Self-Government :—”’ 

By introducing his Bill to amend the Bengal Municipal Act, the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor was about to perform the funeral rites of Local Self-Govern- 
ment. His Honour was about to withdraw from the municipalities the powers 
and privileges which had been conferred on them by Lord Ripon. But, 
fortunately, the Secretary of State threw obstacles in his way, and the mufassal 
municipalities were saved. In postponing the consideration of the Municipal 
Bill, the Lieutenant-Governor expressed the opinion, that it was not proper to 
pass any law which failed to receive the acceptance of those for whom it was 
being enacted, Indeed, His Honour expressed very liberal sentiments on the 
occasion. But this liberal frame of mind did not last long. In fact, it has 
become the firm belief of the people, that the chief object of Sir Charles’ 
administration is to abolish Local Self-Government in this province. At the 
meeting of the Bengal Council, held on the 4th March last, the privileges of 
the Calcutta Municipality have been, to a certain extent, curtailed, The Select 

ommittee appointed to consider the Fire-brigade Bill had come to the con- 
clusion that licenses to warehouses should be granted by the Chairman of the 

aleutta Municipality and a Committee consisting of a small number of the 
Municipal Commissioners. Mr. Woodroffe proposed, as an amendment, that 
the Municipal Commissioners ‘should bave no power to interfere with the 
“chon of the Chairman or of the proposed Committee in this matter. How 
‘ery reasonable the amendment! The Municipal Commissioners, indeed, possess 
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the power to spend lakhs upon lakhs of money, and grant licenses to all sort, 
of godowns, but they must be deemed unfit to exercise the power of granting 
licenses to jute godowns! The writer is aware that they once refused to grant 
a license for the establishment of a jute godown to certain European merchants, 
Is that the reason why they are going to be altogether deprived of the power 
of granting licenses to warehouses, which they have so long exercised ? 

Mr. Cotton, however, fought in right earnest for the Municipal Commis. 
sioners, and was so much exasperated by the speeches of Messrs. Woodroffe and 
Allen, that he was several times called to order by the President. The Lieuten. 
ant-Governor is the master, and Mr. Cotton is his servant, so Mr. Cotto 
had no alternative but to restrain his tongue. He did not, however, fail to 
point out that the Commissioners had been most unjustly attacked and 
abused. 

It was proposed by Mr. Cotton that, as Mr. Woodroffe had given no 
previous notice of his amendment, its discussion should be postponed. But his 
proposal was rejected, and the amendment was discussed and carried by 
majority of one vote, and, that—the casting vote of the President. Thus, under 
the new law, the Municipal Commissioners will have nothing to do with the 
granting of licens’s to warehouses. This particular privilege is, no doubt, a 
very small one, but its withdrawal from the Commissioners shows that Govern. 
ment does nct trust them, and wants to make the official Chairman the sole and 
supreme authority in the municipality. 

65. The /ainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 12th March, says that the 
Bill to amend the Inland Emigration Act contains 
nothing new. Only a few of the provisions of the 

Act of 1882 have been either slizhtly amended or renealed by the measure, 
One or two provisions in the Bill are certainly improvements, but the Bill, as 
it is, does not touch the root of the evil. 

The reduction of the term of cooly contracts from five to three years will 
be certainly an improvement, and everybody should have the moral courage 
to fight strenuously for such reduction. 

It is awell-known fact that a good deal of oppression is committed in con. 
nection with the recruitment of coolies. The Bengal Government is well aware 
of this fact, although it is not known whether Sir Charles Elliott is as fully 
convinced of it as was Sir Steuart Bayley. Sir Philip Hutchins has tried hard to 
make light of this oppression. He says that the Government of India cannot 
see so much oppression in cooly-recruiting as the Bengal Government. But 
everybody ought to see that “ the Government of India”’ here, is no other than 
Sir Philip Hutchins himself. 

With a view to mitigate the oppression connected with cooly-recruiting, 
the Bengal Government recommended that coolies should be registered, as 
before, ia their native district. In order to prove that such a provision & 
unnecessary, Sir Philip Hutchins has urged that there are very few cases of such 
oppression. This is precisely the argument that was made use of while the 
provision about the registration of coolies in the previous Acts was altered in 
1882. The writer pointed out at that time how feeble that arcument was. It 
should also be remembered that Lord Ripon promised to amend the Act of 1882 
in case it should be found to produce mischief. but it is to be feared that, in spite 
of all this, the proposal made by the Bengal Government for the registration of 
coolies will not be accepted. 

The writer hopes most from the three Indian members of the Council. If 
is also hoped that Sir Charles Elliott and Mr. Stevens will look to the interes'’ 
of the coolies, and that at least on this occasion Lord Lansdowne will look 4 
the matter with his own eyes, and not with those of Sir Philip Hutchins. 

eae eon 66. The same paper says that the Calcutta Municipality will pray % 
Ricca The Fire-brigade Bill. the Viceroy to refuse his sanction to the Fire 

' | __ brigade bill, if it is passed in its present shape 

It is urged by the Municipal Commissioners that the consideration of the Bi! 

ought to be postponed until a representative of the municipality has been taken 

into the Council, acc: rding to the rules under the Indian Councils Act. Bu 

the Lieutenant-Governor has already anticipated all such objections, by taking 

Mr. Lee, Chairman of the municipality, into his Council. His Honour will, 2 

all probability, carry his point and the Viceroy will not probably veto the Act. 
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57. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 138th March, has the Darsrr-o-Samacnan 


following :— 

Thanks to the Sanjivanit, numerous cases of 
enticing away of coolies by recruiters are now coming to light, but it may be 
safely asserted that cases so brought to light, numerous as they are, are not 
even full one-tenth of the entire number of such cases. Everybody but Sir 
Philip Hutchins sees that great mischief is done by cooly-recruiters. The 
registration of coolies in their native district will certainly be a check upon the 
malpractices of the recruiters, but such a cbeck will as certainly lead to a rise 
in the price of coolies, for it is evident that the more easily coolies can be 
procured, the lower will be their prices. If Sir Philip had not chosen to look 
more to the interests of the planters than to those of the coolies, he would 
have seen that coolies ought to be registered in their native districts. 

But even Sir Philip Hutchins admits that some amount of oppression 
takes place in recruiting coolies, and, with a view to remedy this evil, he has 
provided that the contract of a cooly, as well as those of his near relatives, will 
be cancelled, if he or she can prove tothe satisfaction of the authorities in 
Assam that he or she has been unlawfully decoyed. But what good will it 
be to a female cooly to be set free, when her virtue, or, what is from a social 
point of view equally precious, her reputation, is gone? How many _ coolies 
again, will have the courage or the opportunity to appeal to the authorities 
against their illegal decoying? How difficult will it also be to prove the fact 
of such decoying in Assam, the domain of the tea planters ? 

It is easy to see that the planters will make all possible efforts to prevent 
being baulked of their prey. Again, the coolies whose contracts will be can- 
celled in the above manner will be sent back to their native districts under the 
escort of common officers. And who shall say that these men will not be 
induced by the handsome offers of the tea planter to persuade the released 
coolies to return to the tea-gardens ? 

It is therefore clear that the remedy proposed by Sir Philip Hutchins will 
be of no practical good whatever. ‘The coolies ought to be registered in the 
district, or, rather, the sub division, where they have their residence. 

08. ‘The same paper says that Mr. Woodroffe’s statement that the vesting 

The Fire-brigade Bill. of the proprietary right of the Calcutta fire- 
brigade in any other than the Commissioners may 
prove a source of litigation onght to receive serious consideration. Supposing 
a man’s carriage to be broken by the fire-engine, whom shouid he sue for 
damage? He will now certainly sue the Government for damage. Govern- 
ment should now therefore guard against such difficulties. A great mistake 
has been committed in joining several municipalities for the purpose of making 
the provision for the maintenance of the fire-brigade. In Bombay, as well as 
in London, the fire-brigade is under municipal control. The Calcutta Police 
may be allowed to superintend the working of the fire-brigade, but it is 
only just that the Calcutta Municipality, which will maintain the fire-brigade 
at its own expense, will have the proprietary rigitin it. If, however, itis the 
intention of Government to relieve the municipality of the charge of main- 
taining the fire-brigade in future, it need not vest the proprietary right in the 
municipality. 

The Lieuteuant-Governor says that it would be unwise and dangerous to 
vest the proprietary right of the fire-brigade in the municipality, while its 
Control vests in the police. The Licutenant-Governor sees nothing but danger 
in every matter. ) | 

09. ‘The Sulabh Dainik, of the 13th March, says that Lord Ripon 

The Fire-brigade Bill. demonstrated the glory of British rule by confer- 
7 ring upon the Indians the right of Self-Government 
insome matters. It was, indeed, not a little creditable to the English nation 
that they had been able to improve the eondition of the Indians to such an 
extent, that the educated section of the native community could be entrusted with 
that right. But under the present Lieutenant-Governor that glory of British 
tue is going to disappear. His Honour is trying to lay the axe at the root of 
Self-Government. lndeed, under his illiberal administration, Self-Government 
CXists only in name. There can be no doubt that every act of the present 
Licutcnant-Governor aims at doing some injury or other to the people. 


The Inland Emigration Bill. 


CHANDRIKA, 
Mar, 13th, 1893. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA. 


SULABH DAINIK, 
Mar. 13th, 1493. 
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The Fire-brigade Bill deals with a municipal matter, and, yet, in framing 
this Bill, Government did not consult the Commissioners, who are the very life 
and svul of the Calcutta Municipality. This has astonished the writer, g 
small (chhota) a Governor probably never before sat on the throne of Bengal, 

The Select Committee appointed to report on the Bill had recommended that 
a Committee of the Commissioners should have the power of granting licenses 
to jute warehouses. But Mr. Woodroffe objected to this recommendation, 
saying that the native Commissioners have not the qualifications necessary for 
the exercise of that power, and the Lieutenant-Governor supported Mr. Woodroffe’s 
objection. 

The statement recently made by the Lieutenant-Governor, to the effect 
that he had no wish to pass any law to which the people were opposed, led the 
people to believe that His Honour had seen his error, and that he was now 
inclined to listen to public opinion. But these honeyed words were used only 
to humour the people. In fact, the acts of the present Lieutenant-Governor 
have displeased everybody. It is wrong on the part of a ruler to displease 
those whom he should please. 

DaINIR-0-SAMACHAR 60. Referring to Mr. Cotton’s reply to Maulvi Fazl Imam, Khan Bahadur’s 
aon question in the Bengal Council, the Daznzk-o-Sama. 
Mar, 14th, 1693. Maulvi Fazl Imam, Khan Baha- char Chandrika, of the 14th March, says that if the 
dur’s | question, and the reP'Y remedy suggested by Mr. Cotton for the cure of 

3 malaria were adopted, there would be no cultivation 
of rice in Midnapur, Orissa, and Shahabad. It wouid be impossible therefore 
to apply his remedy. Mr. Cotton also said that a better drainage system will 
destroy all malarial poison generated by the canals. The writer can assure Mr, 
Cotton that the poison thus generated will never find a way of escape through 
the drainage channels. The fact is that malaria is not due to the cultivation 
of rice on the banks of the canals. The true cause of the disease is the canals and 
the railways. ‘I'hese will not be removed, and so malaria will not be checked. 

DAINTK-0.SAMACHAR 61. Referring to the Inland Emigration Bull, the Dainik-o-Samachar Chan- 
RAREER a. sii drika, of the 15th March, says that Government has 
Mar. 15th, 1893. The Inland Emigration Bill. acted rightly in reducing the term of cooly 
contracts from five to three years, and that it would be still better if the contract 
system was totally abolished. But as this would give great offence to all tea- 
planters, the writer does not think it wise that they should be dissatisfied to 

that extent. 

The Cooly Act must he retained on the statute-book so long as the coolies 
do not go voluntarily to the tea-gardens. The cvolies, however, now willingly 
eo to Assam to work under Public Works contractors, and the reason is that 
they are well paid and well treated by their employers. When the coolies will 
be equally weil treated by the Managers of the tea-gardens they will also wil- 
lingly accept service under them. But it will be some time before this takes 
place, and so long as this does not take place, the Cooly Act must he retained 
on the statute-book. It is the keen competition with the tea-planters of China 
and Jap:n that lead the Managers of tea-gardens in this country to overwork 
their coolies and treat them harshly. In order that the Assam tea-planters may 
be able to compete with foreign tea-planters, it is necessary to supply the former 
with coolies. But if Government lends its countenance to the oppression of 
the coolies in the tea-gardens, the tea industry will be ruined in Assam just as 
the indigo industry has been ruined in Bengal. 

i 62. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 16th March, says that Govert- 
CHANDRIKA, i lk ik et ment will do wrong if, at the instance of the Assam 
Mar. 16th, 1893, 5 tea-planters, it fixes the term of cooly contracts at 
four years. It shculd gradually reduce the term of such contracts till it sees its 

way to the total abolition of the contract system, It is intended to fix the 

term of contract of the Indian coolies who go to the isle of Bourbon at three 

years. Why should not Government then also fix the same period for the con- 

tracts Of the Assam coolies, seeing that Assam is much nearer than the isle of 

Bourbon? Aguin, the Darjeeling tea-planters can get coolies without availing 

themselves of the contract system. Why, then are the Assam planters so ule 

willing to reduce the term of cvsoly contracts? One must perforce conclude 


from this unwillingness on their part that there is great oppression in theif 
tea-vardens, : 
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This obstinate opposition of the planters to the reduction of the term of 
cooly contracts will ultimately prove injurious to their own interests. ‘There 
has been a great improvement in the condition of the country. Newspapers 
now find their way into the remotest villages of Bengal. The obstinacy of the 
Planters will create an impression all over the country that there is great 
oppression in the Assam tea-gardens, and wien such an impression takes 
possession of the public mind, all the arts of the cooly-recruiters, will be of 


no avail. 
1V.—NATIVE STATES. 


63. The Bangavasi, of the 11th March, says that a European will be 

appointed as guardian and tutor to the Maharaja 

The education of the Maharaja of Alwar, in the Punjab. This shows what sort of 

seinen teeta tite training will be imparted to the Maharaja. Who 

is to be blamed if the Maharaja, after receiving iis English training, gives up 
native manners and customs, and adopts those of Europeans? 


V.—PROSPECT OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


64. The Suulbh Dainik, of the 10th March 
has the following :— 

Rainfall at the end of the month of Magh shows punya (religious merit) 
inthe rulers. And as there was sufficient rain at the end of the month of 
Magh this year, the people all spoke of the punya of their rulers, But it 
seems that this punya of the rulers threatens to be very inconvenient to their 
subjects. Will not the rains cease and is the punya of the rulers unlimited? 
This heavy rainfall has done great mischief to the radi crops, and the cold 
weather still continues. 


Rainfall in the month of Magh. 


65. The Prdtikar, of the 10th March, has 
Government and the condition {he following 7“ 

ne Government is indifferent to the distress of 
the people. It does not hesitate to send, on the plea of free trade, the food of 
the people of this country to England. Government, indeed, discusses, from 
time to time, the condition of the people in Administration Reports, but it does 
nothing beyond this. It is an old belief of the Hindus that the people suffer 
on account of the sins of the sovereign. ‘They believe at the same time that 
the sovereign, too, has to suffer on account of the sinsof the people. The 
Indians, indeed, enjoy peace and security under the English Government, but 
hunger hardly allows them to appreciate this blessing. One has only to con- 
sider the state of the country, and of trade, as well as the prices of grains 
20 years ago, to be fully convinced of the deterioration that has taken 
place during that time. Every householder now finds difficulty in maintaining 
his family. Tnis state of things is not due to any decrease of fertility of the 
soil. The soil is as fertile as ever. Drought, excessive rainfal!, floods, and, 
above all, the free trade policy are working our ruin. External trade has 
drained out our resources. Whenever there is a good harvest, there is a brisk 
export of food-grains. That the people still contrive to live is only because of 
the remarkable fertility of the soil of Bengal, which yields bumper crops. 

66. The Sudhdkar, of the 10th March, says that, owing to scanty rainfall, 
there has been a failure of the rice crop in the 
districts of Burdwan, Bankura, Hooghly, Sylhet, 
Khulna, and the 24-Parganas. And the recent rains have seriously damaged 
the rabi and mango crops. Not only the poor cultivators, but even the middle 
Class people are already beginning to feel the pinch of scarcity. 

It is gratifying to learn that the zamindars of Mymensingh are imposing 
limits on the cultivation of jute, by fixing the area which may be put under 
that crop in every estate. 

_ The outlook is very gloomy, and people ought to provide for the impend- 
ing calamity. 


Scarcity and distress, 


67. The Bangavdst, of the 11th March, 

publishes the following :-— 
(1) The incessant rainfall during the first fortnight of Falgun 
has added to the distress of the people in Daksbinmayna, 


Reports of scarcity and distress. 


BANGAVASI 
Mar, llth, 1893. 


SULABH DAINIK, 
Mar. 10th, 1893. 


PRATIKAR 
Mar. 10th, 1893. 


SUDHAKaR, 
Mar, 10th, 1893, 


BaNGAVASI 
Mar. 11th, 1893. 
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KASIPURNIVASI, 
Mar. 12th, 1392, 


DANGAVAST, 
Mar. 11th, 1893, 


JANGAVASI, 
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within the jurisdiction of the Mayna thana, in the Midnapore 


district. Little hope is entertained of the ¢il and khegsap; 
crops. Rise is selling at 53 seers per rupee. Therains having 


prevented the threshing ot paddy, most people are living op 
insufficient meals, and some are even starving. 

(2) The radi crops in Ekdanta, within the jurisdiction of the Sakhari- 
pena thana, in the Pabna district, have been totally destroyed 
by the incessant downpour during the first fortnight of 
Falgun. Nice is selling at Rs. 2-8 and Rs. 2-10 per maund 
of 60 siceas. The river Ichamati has dried up, thereby causing 
creat distress to the people for want of water. . 

(3) Scarcity prevails in Jahurpur, in the Magura subdivision of the 
Jessore district, as the harvests of rice and rabi crops did not 
suffice even for a month’s consumption. The only resource of 
the people now is the date juice and tlie molasses made from it, 

tice is selling at Ks. 3-8 per maund. Many pevple are 
starving. 

68. The Kasipur Nivasi, of the 12th March, 
has the following :— 

Distress was felt in the country last year during the months of Asviy 
and Aurtick. Government helped the people in their distress, and all their hopes 
rested on the outturn of the winter crops. Those crops have now been gathered 
in, but the distress has not been removed, The exportation of the food-grains 
continues unchecked, and stegmers laden with rice are leaving the ports. This 
export trade is the cause of the present state of things. Not to speak of the 
poorer classes, even the middle class people cannot procure rice in the bazars, 
which is selling at 13 or 14 seers a rupee even now. ‘The people are afraid to 
think of what will come next. 


The outlook. 


VI.—MISSELLANEOUTS. 


G9. Referring to the statement of the Indian JAlirror, to the effect that 
the Government of Bengal has wired to the 
Mahanta of Buddha-Gaya, to come down to Calcutta, 
the Bangavasi, of the 11th March, says that whatever the motive which has 
induced the authorities to summen the Mahanta to the metropolis, Govern- 
ment or any of its officers should not meddle in the matter of the possession 
of the temple. 

70. The same paper says that, according to the Sanitary Commissioner of 
the Punjab, there occurred in that province within 
the space of a month 87,000 deaths, while the 
number of births during that period was only 
65,600. Quite a sensation would have been created if such a state of things 
had occurred in England or in any other civilized country in the world. But 
who cares for the life or death of the nigger Indians? Indians should deem it 
a blessing if even by dying they can increase the happiness of those to minister 
to whose happiness they are born on earth. 


The Buddha-Gaya affair. 


Some vital statistics of the 


Puniab. 
at 


ASSAM PAPERS. 


71. The Paridarshuk, for the first fortnight of March 1893, says that 
the native Magistrates of Sylhet should take 
a lesson from the Subordinate Judge and the 
Munsifs of the place who coolly decide cases from 
12 a.m. to G p.m. without losing temper for a single moment. ‘The Magis- 
rate who tearshis hair in his angeragainsta mukhtear, who makes faces like an 
apeat awithness, whe attitudizes vehemently in his rage against an accuse 
person and sentenees lim summarily to 78 months’ imprisonment or finesa man 
10 or SO rupees for disobeying a summons, is a disersee to the Rench, Keder 
Babuand sowe other Migistrates of Iabiganj are very fond of conviction, and 
In cider to prevent appeals try eases summarily which should not be so tried. 


The Native 
Syilict. 


Magistrates of 


(937) 


72. The same paper, in an article headed 
Self-Government in danger in the Sylhet Muni- 
cipality,’’ writes as follows :— 

Referring to the proceedings of the meeting of the Municipal Commis- 
sioners of Sylhet, at which a Resolution was passed dismissing Srish Babu from 
his office, Mr. O’Brien, the Deputy Commissioner of that place, has recorded 
a note to the effect that the Resolution in question is void, inasmuch as the 
notice of business was not published in due time and the purport of the Reso- 
lution was not given in the notice. But if there was any defect in the issue of 
the notice of business, why should that particuiar Resolution alone be void and 
not the entire proceedings of the meeting? There is also no provision in the 
Municipal Act under which the Deputy Commissioner can cancel a Resolution 
of the Commissioners in this way. Self-government must be in danger indeed 
if even an officer of Mr. O’Brien’s type chooses to interfere with the work of 
the Commissioners. 


Mr. O’Brien and the Sylhet 
Municipality. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Officiating Bengali Translator, 
BENGALI T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 18th March 1893. 
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